PLAN YOUR QUILT:

HAPPY HOUSES QUILT

• For the 10 large houses, pick a fabric for each roof and a fabric
for the body of the house. We recommend picking a solid or
subtle print for the body of any house you would like to add a face
to, as the features can get lost in a busy or bold print.

E A C H B L O C K S I Z E : 9”/12” w by 10“/12” h

• You’ll want to keep the body/roof pairs together as you make the
quilt, so label the fabrics or use a design wall to stay organized.

FABRIC REQUIREMENTS:

CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS:
1. The body of each large house should be between 9” and 12”
wide and between 10” and 12” tall. Vary each house slightly to
create fun, human variation.
2. For each body, cut a triangle roof by laying the body out on
your cutting board, then placing the roof fabric above it. Think
about whether this house would have a tall, skinny roof or a fat,
over-hanging roof. Then, cut that shape from your roof fabric.
The roof of each large house should be between 9” and 14” wide
and between 6” and 12” tall.

S E A M A L L O W A N C E : 1/2”

For the quilt top:
• 1 fat quarter pack of Happy Town (10 prints)
• Fat quarters of the following solids from
Birch fabrics: teal, coral, tomato, dark
shroom, sun, pink
• 3 yards of cream solid (sample quilt uses
2 yards of cream and 1 yard of balloon print)
To finish the quilt:
• Backing fabric
• Binding
• Batting

• Cut the bodies and roofs for ten large houses.

FACES FOR HOUSES (OPTIONAL)
The faces are made from a combination of piecing and appliqué.
The eyes are pieced as follows:
a. Cut a 2” tall slice from the top of the body of your house.
b. From the 2” tall slice, cut a 4” wide piece and two 1-1/4”
wide pieces. Cut the 1-1/4” wide pieces into two 1-1/4” square.
From what’s left of your 2” tall strip, cut it in half, width-wise.
c. Select an eye color from your scraps.
1. Cut two 2-1/2” x 1-1/4” pieces.
2. Cut two 1-1/4” squares.
d. Sew each eye-colored 1-1/4” square to a house-colored 1-1/4”
square. Press seams to the dark side. Then, sew each set to one
of the 2-1/2” x 1-1/4” eye pieces.

f. Cut a 2” tall slice from the top of the body of your house, sew
it above your pieced eyes, centering it, then attach both to the
body of the house.

e. Arrange pieces as shown on the right and then join them to
make a continuous strip that includes the eyes.

e. Trim the sides of the house where they are uneven.
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FOR THE NOSE:
Cut a 3” circle of fabric and use your favorite appliqué method,
to attach it to the house’s face, centered between the eyes, and
about 1” below. If you are new to appliqué, I recommend taking
7 minutes to watch a free instructional video on YouTube: “Sew
Easy: Needle-Turn Appliqué”
https://youtu.be/khZnGx9U5Y4

FOR THE MOUTH:
Either by drawing a crescent-shaped mouth freehand or tracing
the template below (add a seam allowance), cut a mouth shape
for your house’s face. Use your favorite appliqué or reverse
appliqué method to attach it approximately 1” below nose, and
tilting either slightly to the left or right.
4. Pull aside the cream solid that you just cut free (labeled A in
the diagram).
5. Use a rotary cutter to slice the cream solid at the other
roof-line, creating the shape marked B in the diagram.
6. Sew “B” to the roof along the line just cut. Press seams
towards the dark line and tidy up the remaining roof edge with
your rotary cutter as needed.
7. Sew “A” to the roof. Press seams towards the darker fabric.
You will have a triangle scrap of the cream solid.
M

AKE THE BIG BLOCKS!

MAKE THE BODY:

MAKE THE ROOF:

8. From the cream solid, cut 2” selvedge to selvedge.

1. Take one of your roof/body combinations.

9. Attach a 2” strip to either side of the house fabric. Press seams
towards the darker fabric.

2. From the 3 yards of cream, cut 16” selvedge to selvedge.
3. Sub-cut the 16” strip of cream solid to a width 4” wider than
the body fabric. Lay the roof on top of the cream solid, aligning
the bottom edge of the roof with the cream solid. Use a rotary
cutter to slice the cream solid at the roofline, as in the next
diagram.

10. Attach 2” strip to the top of the house fabric. Press seams
toward the darker fabric.
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COMBINE HOUSE AND BODY

MAKE THE SMALL BLOCKS

11. Lay roof and house out on your cutting mat.

Repeat the process from the large blocks, but begin with house
bodies between 5” and 7” wide and around 6” tall. Make the roofs
no wider than the bodies, but feel free to make at least one especially
tall roof.

12. Decide on an angle for the roof to sit upon the body of
the house, by moving the roof around on top of the 2”
cream strip on the top of the body of the house. You can
piece some just straight across the 2” stip, but I recommend
mixing things up a bit!
13. Once you have found the desired angle, use a rotary
cutter, to cut along the bottom of the roof. PLEASE
NOTE: You will be losing ¼” of the cream into your seam
and therefore may wish to move the roof up a ¼” before
cutting.
14. Sew roof to house along newly cut edge. Press to the
darker fabric.

ASSEMBLE THE QUILT TOP
1. Consulting the photo below, arrange the house blocks on a
design wall (or similar surface such as a bed or floor). Start by
putting the houses in a configuration like the one pictured. It has
four large houses on the bottom row, then two rows of three large
houses. Small houses fill in the empty space to the left of the top
rows. Move the houses around until you are happy with the way
colors and prints are placed.

15. I do NOT recommend straightening up the edges of
your block at this point. Wait until all blocks have been
made and you are combining the blocks.
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2. For each row of large houses:
a. Determine which house is the tallest. Then,
make all other houses in that row the same height
by adding solid cream strips to the top or bottom of
each block.
b. Decide if the row is wide enough as is, or
should be widened by adding cream strips between
the houses and/or on both sides of the row.
c. Attach all blocks within the each row.

ENJOY YOUR HAPPY
HOUSES QUILT!

3. Make the two rows of three large houses the
same width, then join them together.
4. Lay out your small houses. You will be joining
these in two columns.
a. Determine which house is the widest. Then,
make all other houses in that column the same
width by adding solid cream strips to the sides of
each block.
b. Add enough of the cream solid to the top of
each column to make it the same height and the
two rows of large houses you joined Step 3.
c. Attach all blocks within the each column.
d. Join the columns.
e. Join the columns to the two rows of large
houses you joined in Step 3.
f. Check that the bottom row is the same width
as the rest of the quilt. If not, add cream to the
sides of whichever part is too small.
g. Join the bottom row to the quilt.
5. Quilt as desired. The sample quilt was finished
by stitching each block in the ditch, then adding
cloud shapes to the background cream and a variety
of textures to the roofs and houses.
6. Bind your quilt and you’re done! Enjoy!

For suggestions, compliments, questions, and
clarifications, please email the pattern designer
at rossiecrafts@gmail.com
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